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Washed in the Blood of the Lamb


"For the life of the flesh is in the blood ... for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul."


The above is a quote, borrowed from the Seventeenth Chapter of Leviticus, is a direct parallel to a very important piece of work in pop culture today. Stephen King’s Carrie is a fantastical novel depicting the struggles of a girl that is constantly bullied. Not only does the fact that she has been raised in a rather unconventional, matriarchial home with her overly-conservative crazy mother, but she begins to adapt these terrible yet wonderful telekenetic powers. Later, using this delicate yet super-powerful ability, she wreaks havok on the whole town, bringing down the iron fist of vengeange and killing many of the innocent in the process. 


Both the novel and the 1976 film adaptation by Brian De Palma have terrible yet awe-inspiring hidden themes and symbolic imagery that can be deeply analyzed. Among these are the maternal role and its impression on the young psyche, the human condition of spite and the need for revenge, the terrible psychological effects of bullying on the young and impressionable, and of course the ever-present element of religion and religious figures. Of these, I felt that one of the most important elements and certainly one that is present much of the time in both the novel and the movie is that aspect of religion. Let’s take a look at how Margaret utilizes her religion, her beliefs, and the hypocracy that ensues as a result of her stringent rules. 


One of the most shocking and well-used symbols in the book as well as in the movie is the constant referencing to blood. In the Christian religion, blood was thought to be the cleansing power of our sins. Just like how Christians that partake in the act of Communion are “sharing the blood and body of Christ”, blood is an integral part of Christianity. Throughout the Bible (especially concentrated in the books of the Old Testament) the emphasis on blood as a sacrificial offering is imperative. As a counterexample to the glory of blood in the Bible, God warns that we are not to ingest ANY part of the animals’ blood. “... telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood” (Acts 15: 19-21). So as can be interpreted from this, blood has a very fuzzy, indistinct line drawn for its use and worth. As related to Carrie, her first encounter with blood happens at the very beginning of the story, with the unexpected beginning of her menstrual cycle. This is the blood of life, the blood that blesses females with the joy of offspring.  Margaret, believing that this normal part life is tainted and sinly, leads to Carrie’s ignorance over the topic. This ensues even more bullying. 


The pig’s blood raining down on Carrie at the prom was yet another major use of the symbolism of blood. She becomes coated, head to toe with disgusting blood while she is at the epitome of happiness (she’s finally fitting in, she has her dream boy interested in pursuing her, and she has just won prom queen). This I find quite interesting. In the Bible, it states that pigs are considered one of the most unclean animals... and even wicked at that. Their cloven hoof, much like the symbolic Devil of Christian religion, points out that pigs were closely related with the Devil... and evil. Not only is the pigs’ blood shower a result of evil people, people that could be considered “in pact” with the Devil by Carrie, but the rain of blood also unleashes evil by the hands of Carrie.


Another point that I feel I need to bring up also relates to the shower scene. Carrie is naked (obviously) in the first scene, when her first period comes that fuels the fire for the other girls to make fun of her. Carrie believes that she is dying, that her body has begun to shut down. This nudity not only creates a sense of vulnerability, but is paralleled by Eve’s shame to be naked after she was tempted by the Serpent. We see Margaret harping on the evils of menstration... “And the Lord visited Eve with a Curse, and the Curse was the Curse of Blood” (pg. 56). By making Carrie nude, and vulnerable, she is being put on the same playing field as Eve.


One of the biggest religious perversions that was shown in the book, but even more so in the movie was that of the “evil goodness”. Carrie describes the closet that she is locked in to repent, and it scares her half to death. “The blue light glared on a picture of a huge and bearded Yahwweh who was casting screaming multitudes of humans down through clody depths into an abyss of fire. Below them, black horrid figures struggled though the flames of perdition while the Black Man say on a huge flame-colored throne with a trident in one hand. His body was that of a man, but he had a spiked tail and the head of a jackal” (59). This enclosed space should be a place of solace, a haven where a person would be able to go and meditate in peace, but instead Margaret and her overboard Christianly ways turns even the good things into warped, evil entities. The biggest and most emphasized example of this is in the movie version. Instead of the picture being in the closet like in the novel, a big statue of Jesus adorns the tiny wall. But this Jesus is not the typical rosy-cheeked beautiful and serene man that Christians are accustomed to seeing. This Jesus is crucified, so his face obviously shows pain... but there’s more than that. His eyes glow, with a fiery evil that seems to speak tons for the case of the twisted and disturbing take on Christianity via Margaret White. She was so lost in her repentance and calling the sins of others, that she failed to see the pure and unmistakable evil in her own solace. She herself was a demon.


Religion in both the novel and the film Carrie plays a vital role. Without Carrie having a sick and twisted morph of Christianity being forced upon her by her Mother, the events as they unfolded would not have played out as they did. The blood, symbolic in the Bible for many things, speaks wonders to the repentance and sins of man, is undeniably imperative. Carrie’s nudeness and shame, accompanied with her ‘womanly gift’ can be paralleled completely with the struggles of the world’s first woman. Last, but not least, is the perverted sense of evil that somehow becomes in essence the “good” of Margaret White’s life. Let us take from this a moral... keep the faith and follow your religion to the fullest, but be wary. Sometimes, too much of a good thing can turn out to be truly toxic. 

