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When I read through the assignment for out second listening part, I knew that it would be interesting to stay in the same subject as what my paper was on, so I Youtubed a video of a speech about animal rights. I listened attentively to a man named David Icke speak on why a bill dealing with animal rights should be passed. This is what I came up with...

Outline:

Main Point of the Speech: Explores human values and how these values intertwine with how we treat everything, from Mother Nature to animals.

1. Speaks about human values. If humans aren’t treating other humans right, then they are most likely abusing the environment and animals as well.

2. Martin Luther King Jr. - 

1. Might without morality.

2. Strength without sight

3. Power without compassion

3. Economic reasoning takes the importance above all other things.

4. Henry Salt - 

1. It is useless to preach peace by itself, social justice by itself, or kindness to animals by itself.

2. The cause for much of the world’s grief is the general lack of humanity.

3. One who injures other things/people is really in fact injuring himself.

5. The people that run the country don’t see all the needless bloodshed between people & animals as well as other people, so the bill should be passed to keep everyone safe and happy.

6. A society that treats animals with respect also treats humans with respect.

7. Countries are judged on how good they are by how they treat their animals. If the animals are treated poorly, the country is determined to be worthless. If the animals are treated well however, the country is a good country.


This is a general outline of Icke’s moving speech. Now that it is generally outlined, I shall further delve into the types of tactics he used to try to bring him point home with the audience. First off, his eye contact with the audience is stellar! He rarely makes reference to his note cards, and when he does it is only for a second or two. He also uses big hand gestures and change in tone of voice to emphasize/de-emphasize some of his points. Another thing that he did in his favor was using Martin Luther King Jr. as one of his sources. Practically everybody knows and respects MLK, so this adds credibility to his argument. He also used this tactic to reach out to the audience, as a sort of an icebreaker to catch the attention of the audience. 


The organization of the speech is a little redundant however. He uses many of the same points over and over, making it seem as if he doesn’t have a fully developed argument. The fact that the human/animal/nature entwining is the same is a wonderful point but after three times of it being mentioned it becomes a less valid point. 


It seems that the audience is highly receptive of the speech that Icke delivers. This is partially because he does things very wonderfully, like using Martin Luther King Jr. as a reference and speak with direct eye contact and vivid hand gestures. He didn’t however, have many valid points and the ones that he did have, he used over and over. Overall, this was a successful speech I believe. It brought through the point that Icke was trying to convey... humans should treat animals with respect, and if they can’t do that without a bill, then one needs to be passed.

Url address of the speech:

<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TsKIAH1krMk> 

