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Judas the Betrayer


When faced with the tough decision of choosing a Biblical character to write a report on, I was truly stumped, considering there are so many intriguing ones out there. There have been two that have really stuck out in my mind, ever since I was a little girl, and these are the stories of Lazarus and Judas. Lazarus gripped my attention mainly because I thought that it was so disturbingly amazing that Jesus was able to raise a man from the dead – this is not something that the normal human is accustomed to seeing daily! The other story that I distinctly remembered from my childhood was the story of Judas. I found this story to be particularly powerful because there was a man who was bold enough to betray the son of God, and for such a measly price as well. I could never fathom how any mortal could put a monetary amount on the life of Jesus... preposterous!  The life of Judas is a beautifully interesting one, one that I can draw parallels from my own life to his. Let’s look at Judas’ story, how he relates to my personal experiences, and what some of the experts on scripture have to say about this. 


There are countless references made to Judas in the world today, from news headlines to songs and famous literature. Judas was, in fact, featured in Dante Alighieri’s Inferno as one of the three men committing the worst sins ever (along with two men, Cassius and Brutus, whom were betrayers of Julius Caesar), being chewed upon ceaselessly by the devil himself. But aside from talking about him in relation to Jesus’ betrayal, there is relatively little said about Judas in the Bible compared to some of the other characters, yet he is one of the most well-known of the people. Why is it that he shows up everywhere? Possibly, it is because his account is one of the most shocking and disturbing to readers, even to this day for his utter betrayal of Jesus. Some of the things that are known about Judas do, in fact, contribute to the most major incident that we are familiar with. 


Judas Iscariot was born to father Simon Iscariot. He held the position of one of Jesus’ twelve disciples, an honorable position. In the roles of the disciples, he was the treasurer. In my Bible dictionary source, it says that Judas “considered it a waste of money when Mary anointed Jesus’ feet with precious oil”. This is quite interesting, considering the fact that in John 12, Judas is described as a “thief”.  This should not be surprising once reflecting upon the big story of Judas’ life, the betrayal of Jesus for a mere 30 coins. Obviously Judas’ Achilles heel comes to monetary things, so when he is tempted with the 30 coins, of course he is going to slip into the sinful pitfall.


As outlined in Matthew 26:25, Jesus prophesied that Judas was to betray him with a kiss, something that should be reserved for a sign of love and brotherhood, not perverted with mutiny. But, as Jesus predicted, he was indeed betrayed by Judas with a kiss. Later on, Judas felt so terrible that he gave back the 30 coins and committed suicide by hanging (Matthew 27: 3-5). The priests used the blood money to buy a field, famously known as the “Field of Blood”. There is a bit of discretion with the texts, in which Acts 1:16ff states that “Judas bought the land himself, then fell down and burst hi guts” (Bible Dictionary). Whichever way his inevitable death happened, people everywhere can be certain of two things: 1. Judas did a terribly bad thing, and 2. He did feel remorse for it afterward. 


One of the lines that I find of particular interest in the story of Judas is this one - “Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve." (John 22:3). This particular quote arises my suspicions to the actual control of which Judas had in the situation. If this was indeed possession by the Devil himself, can Judas be fully penalized for the crime?


As far as personality goes, Judas and I don’t have an awful lot in common – while he is a thief, particularly of the monetary kind, I cannot profess that I have stolen any sort of money ever in my life. It is also safe for me to say that there has never been a radical event in my life for which I would be forever known for doing. In those respects, Judas has gotten me, but I can relate my life experiences much more easily to his betrayal of Jesus, as terrible as that sounds. In my life, there have been times where I had went against the best interests of my friends and was a helping hand in the spreading of rumors about them. Much like Judas with his 30 pieces, I had the satisfactory payoff of being the special person with the inside scoop, giving me a sense of sick accomplishment. Even further, much like Judas’ betraying kiss, I would be there patting my friend on the back when they came to me for comfort, even though by my doing they feel bad. Similarly to Judas, afterward I feel absolutely terrible about what I had done, and my “payoff”, or the feeling of being the insider, was meekly returned to the entity known as “humbleness”. The next person that comes around, utilizing the “insider status”, much like the gold coins, will bust their guts all over as well, learning firsthand that gossip is never good. 


While there are some conclusive logical gaps in my comparison, like the fact that my friends aren’t necessarily sovereign over me (while Jesus is sovereign over his disciples) and the fact that the degree of severity is very much lacking, it is a sound example to relate to my life. Now, let’s see what one Bible commentary had to say about the whole betrayal. 


One thing that the commentary touches base upon is actually a question that I explored in the above text: that of Judas’ fault in the whole matter if Satan was inside of him. The commentary concludes, after looking at many different passages throughout the story, as well as sources from elsewhere, that while Satan was enticing him, it wasn’t possession for Judas was WILLING to let Satan enter him, and instead of turning away from the sin (like Jesus did when tempted by Satan in the desert), Judas goes through with the actions, distinctly marking his wrong in the matter.  Another point that the author explores that is also quite intriguing is delving in to the motives of Judas. He sites four main reasons for Judas’ mutiny, the four reasons being - “money, disillusionment, hurt, and jealousy”. While a couple of these reasons are backed up with halfhearted scripture references and speculation on the author’s part, it is hard for me to draw some of these distinctions simply because there is not an excess of information about Judas in the Bible, and certainly not enough information to draw such bold inferences.


There is much to be learned from the story of Judas. While there is betrayal with a sign of love, theft, and bartering, there is also guilt, a sort of repentance, and ultimately a life lesson that even we, as a contemporary audience, can sift from this tale – do not betray someone that is dear to the soul (especially if he/she holds sovereignty over a person), or there will be dire consequences to suffer. While I do see myself as fitting that kind of Judas mold when it comes to certain things, I will always be more conscientious of my doings when others are concerned. 

